Risk assessment: small unit
For a short film, student shoot or small crew. Fill it in for each location and each day that changes. A competent person must write and sign it.
	Production
	
	Location
	
	Shoot date(s)
	

	Written by (competent person)
	
	Signed off by (producer)
	
	Date
	


How to use it
Walk the location first. Write what you saw, not what you expect.
For each hazard: who could be hurt, how, what you'll do about it, and who's doing it.
Brief the risk assessment to the whole crew before the first set-up. The 1st AD usually does this.
Anything you can't control safely, cut it or bring in a specialist. Stunts, weapons, fire, water, height, drones and animals all need a specialist and their own assessment.
Hazards
	Hazard
	Who could be hurt, and how
	Controls in place
	Who
	Low / Med / High after controls

	Trips: cables, uneven ground, dark
	Crew, cast, public
	Cable mats or tape, cable runs agreed, work lights, keep walkways clear
	
	

	Lifting and carrying kit
	Crew (back, hands)
	Two-person lifts, trolleys, gloves, don't overload
	
	

	Electricity: mains, generators, wet weather
	Crew, cast
	RCDs, PAT-tested kit, no daisy chains, competent spark only
	
	

	Lighting stands and heat
	Crew, cast, public
	Sandbags on every stand, safety bonds, hot lamps flagged and left to cool
	
	

	Vehicles and roads
	Crew, cast, public
	No shooting in live traffic without police / council agreement, hi-vis, spotter
	
	

	Working at height (ladders, towers)
	Crew
	Right kit for the job, trained users only, footed ladders
	
	

	Long hours and driving tired
	Crew
	Hours agreed, breaks taken, no one drives home exhausted; arrange travel
	
	

	Weather: cold, heat, rain
	Crew, cast
	Warm-up / shade, water, wet-weather gear, a stop call
	
	

	Public and location owner
	Public, crew
	Permission in writing, signs, marshals, keep the location tidy
	
	

	Under-18s or vulnerable adults on set
	Them
	Licence if needed, chaperone, named safeguarding lead, hours limits
	
	

	Food and allergies
	Crew, cast
	Ask in advance, label food, know where the nearest A&E is
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Emergency
	Nearest A&E (address and phone)
	

	First aider on the day
	

	Fire assembly point
	

	Production contact (24 hours)
	


Further reading: HSE guidance for theatre, film and TV (hse.gov.uk/entertainment). This template does not replace a competent person's judgement. Have it checked by someone with health and safety training before you rely on it.
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